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peace wanted in 
says de Guiringaud 


'Tbs* 

-JrjSS 
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PARIS, Feb,122 |R). — The .five Western powers at the 
United Nations Security Council are seeking, a negotiat- 
ed solution, to tht conflict in the Ogaden, French Foreign 
M'nt^ gr tonis de/Guiringaud said yesterday. The Qga- 
den, tnakJy inhabited by ethnic Somalis; has been the 
centre of fighfing between Ethiopian troops and Somali- 
b^ked rebe^ ipE'the past eight months. Addressing a 
press deGuirtegaud said the situation cal- 

led for a procedure- by which the people of the Ogaden 
«could receive 'a. measure of autonomy in an Ethiopian 
-framework'*. ■*-“* 



Palestinian faction fight kills 3 

JORllWIlpilMES 

An independent Arab political daily pvib^0j^ay the Replan Press Foundation 
)) Ajia/rt ft ’Will JajIS 

TYRE, Lebanon, Feb. 22 (R). — Three Palestinian com- 
mandos were killed and six wounded In fighting between 
rival commando factions at a refugee camp near Tyre 
today, Palestinian sources said tonight. They said an 
officer of Fateh, the biggest Palestinian commando or- 
ganisation, was among those who died in the one-hour 
clash. Tt was contained by Palestinian leaders and an 
investigating committee has been formed, the sources 
added In volatile south Lebanon, Israeli patrols were 
reported to have entered villages near the bonier to 
search for Palestinian commandos. 
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ByhuKeDas 

special to the Jordan Times 

mmAN, Feb. 22 — On its 
3r ^ pfjoal day, Jordan’s science and 
‘ technology policy conference - 
‘j'-Ss ^commended this morning that 
"'veihjj national “organisational stru- 
■ * ‘.o -i;.ure" be set up to supervise 
~ L K c ientific activities in- the Kin- 
**■ MitJJ Jam. 

•Vil - r .£*-The conference ended.. on a 
‘ v. J - rjj^gh note, , with Prince .Hassan, 
s‘-> his closing remarks, pled- 
>-••5 ^JT^-ng Jordan to a commitment 

"C. av. - - . 


conference is 
a great success 


„! 'good things in bad times”. 

children.” he. continued 
■ l - >a si-idii not feel that we did not 


— jjiy", 

: V7 '^ a fcjln 


their- final speeches de- 
rogates at the conference co- 

apn-Va^ — 


mpeted with each other in ac- 
claiming the success of the pro- 
ceedings and in their praise of 
■ .the Crown Prince’s personal 
role. 

"Terrible beauty" 

But the session began with a 
warning from Prof. James Pi- 
ckett of the University of St- 
rathclyde, of the “sheer unpre- 
dictability of the outcome of 
science”, which he described 
as a “terrible beauty”. 

Attempts to emulate the sci- 
entific achievements of the in- 
dustrialised nations, without the 
necessary resources would iead 
he said, to unbalanced and un- 
stable development Great ca- 
re must be taken to ensure 


that technology transfer is ap- 
propriate. 

For any one industrial pro- 
ject Prof. Pickett estimated 
that there would be at least 
400 viable technologies availa- 
ble. He recommended that a 
special unit should be set up 
at the National Pl anning Coun- 
cil to appraise the range of 
choice, lids is a job which is 
ignored by the conventional fe- 
asibility study which considers 
only one technological appro- 
ach to a project. Prof. Pickett 
told the Jordan Times that a 
survey of the total range of po- 
ssibilities for a whole industry 
would cost only about $40,000 

(ConUnned on p. 3) 



Prof. James Pickett (far left) fields a question puttohhn from the 
floor after delivering a paper to the conference^ while (from left 
to right) Prof. Raja Ramanna, His Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
and Dr. Ashfaq Ahmad listen on. 


Sadat: Egypt no longer 
recognises Kyprianou 
as president of Cyprus 

CAIRO, Feb. 22 (AP). — President Anwar Sadat declared today that he no 
longer recognised Spyros Kyprianou as president of Cyprus in a move that 
was tantamount to a complete break in relations. 

“There is no room for us 
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Jordan favoured as site 
for inter-Arab centre 


By Ian Ken as 


•>.- ^Jpedal to the Jordan Times' - 

7 J^~WMAN, Feb. 22. — Jordan 
'. ’^ay well be chosen as the site 
. ' — - an inter-Arab institution-, to 
““''-tin “development administra- 
'-irs”. ■ 

' 1 Hu. 

. ..k- TRsis information was revea- 
... .j r 3 to the Jordan Times yes-' 
-,jday by Dr. Yousef A1 Sa- 
l.'^gh. Adviser to the Kuwait- 
. 5 ...VvSed Arab Fund for Economic 
^ ~d Social Development. 

. Dr. Sayegh did. not elaborate 
n the nature of the instil q- 


three. countries competing to be 
host to the institution. 

A meeting of the board of 
the . Arab Fund which will take 
place on April 22 this year is 
expected to decide whether or 
not to go ahead with the pro- 
ject. . 

Jordan is also a candidate 
for a second management trai- 
ning centre which is being 
considered by the Arab Fund. 

Dr. Sayegh, who during the 
science and technology policy 
conference here made an ap- 
peal fbr special consideration 
to be given to the “little man 1 


i;.n, which woultLff approved, ' hi the race <!or economic gro- 
* sponsored by the Arab'Fflhd. wth, explained to the Jordan 
■ : -,;t he said that Jordan .was, in Times that the fund’s Interests 
. :K f»- opinion, the strongest' can- .were as much for social as for 
-.i j-late among a sh'O'rt' ' list of economic development 


■ - 
-- vr. 


Israeli Arabs call for 
Palestinian state 


•* [V 

■| *V- 


.....L AVIV, Feb. 22 (R). —’-' A 
- jup of 56 Israeli Arabs eal- 
“ for the creation of an inde- 
ldent Palestinian state and 
\* ' ” a eked President Anwar. Sa- 
-.-Mr for excluding the Palestine 
■‘•eration Organisation from 
'• peace process.. 

5 'i n a statement -published - m 
* :eral Israeli newspapers they 
.d that the Palestinian pn* 
' - m was at the heart of the 
.•*. ab-Israeli conflict and a" fu-‘ 
: ' amenta! solution had to start 
“^h securing the right of self- 
;■■■ : ermination for the Palesti- 
.*•* n people and the estabhsh- 
.r. ; nt of their independent .sta- 

■" f ive signatories, mostly intel- 


lectuals and government offi- 
cials from Nazareth, said the 
PLO was the only legitimate 
representative of the Palestin- 
ian people. “Any attempt to 
find a substitute among the 
Arab forces arouses ridicule." 

The statement also said the 
500,000 Arabs of Israel were 
ah- inalienable part of the Pa- 
lestinian people and any solu- 
tion of the Palestinian problem 
must include official recogni- 
tion of their national identity. 
This included the right to re- 
main in their homeland, the re- 
appropriation of confiscated 
land, villages and charitable 
estates, as well as the imple- 
mentation of their full cultural, 
social, civil and political rights. 


Goldmann 

slams 

Israeli 

negativism 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, Feb. 
22 (AFP). — Former President 
of the International Zionist 
Congress Nahum Goldmann 
gave a speech during the 29th 
Zionist Conference in Jerusa- 
lem In which he said, “I am 
more worried about the exis- 
tence of the Jewish people now 
than at any time in the past, 
even during the Nazi era, whi- 
ch was the most difficult pe 
riod in the history of the Je- 
wish people.” 

“We are no longer subject 
to the danger of being slaugh- 
tered, like millions of Jews, or 
persecuted, but due to our ne- 
gativism we have left, the new 
generation at a total loss,” he 
added. 

"I do not believe it is pos- 
sible that we shall witness an- 
other massacre, but the Jewish 
problem is still far from being 
settled. The status of Jews in 
the world is highly respected 
but it is still complicated," he 
said. 

Although he is 82, Mr. Gold- 
raann gave a highly spirited 
speech, calling on Israel to be- 
come “a spiritual centre and 
a model for International Zio- 
nism” and added that this mi- 
ght be the last conference he 
attends. 

He pointed out that a decla- 
ration of independence and the 
establishment of a government 
do not mark the start of a sta- 
te’s history, which really be- 
gins when the state wins ac- 
ceptance for its existence. 


[Dayan defeats opposition 
demand that he resign 




ommittee for defence of Esmail asks 
U.S. aide be allowed to 


testify 


' ASHINGTON, Feb. 22 (AP).' 
-• ; A private defence committee 

an American citizen arres- 
V I in Israel has petitioned 

e t? : i State Department to allow 

American diplomat to tes- 
' ? .y for the defence. . - 

,The National Committee to 
. f^nd the Human Rights of 
'■ :*.mi Esmail said consular- off-- 
- t Mark Davidson, at the U^. 
;»/■.“ . .bassy in Israel, can give evi-.. 
, . • . ice to support Esmafl’s- claim. 
. P he was beaten and other- 
. .. ; ?e maltreated by Israeli po- 
. e during interrogation. . 

* ..Esmail, a graduate -student at 
' -chigan . . State University 
' « ^charged with membership in 
radical Popular Front for 
' ,r ;j Liberation of Palestine and. 
V 1 undergoing “terrorist traifl- 
' . : ' i n in Libya. Esmail is. of Pal- 
: jnian descent 

' *Mhe defence committee, ba- 
in East Lansing, Michigan, 
v ^.asking the. State Department . 
. - J V. permit Wfr. Davison to tes- 
- y at a- bearing to challenge 
admission of any mcrimin- 
’Jpg' statements signed ly' Mir. 

.. 'nml "under physical or psy- 
.. * , [Olpgicar xxHwcion.* „ . ■ . 

... j '^Mr. Davidson -saw Esmail in. 
t . > U Tour days after his. arrest 
,-Vrt.Dec.'2L ‘ . 

,‘ A State Department - offidal 
• £ ".id the -defence -.committee's 
^.Jttopa Is under revteiv. . 
r.t'V A Committee spokesman, Mr. 

.t r V ' " ' 


Richard Green, said money is 
being raised to send witnesses 
and observers to Esmail's up- 
coming trial. 

Mr. Green said the charge 
that Mr. Esmail trained in Li- 
bya in August 1976 can be dis- 
■proved by' a number of Mr. 
Esmail’s friends and students 
who saw or spoke with him in 
the United States during that 
month. 



Mr. Green accuses Israel of 
arresting Mr. Esmail, who went 
to -Israel to- visit his dying fa- 
ther, to Intimidate “Americans, 
Arabs and Jews like myself 
who loudly question Israel's 
handling of the Palestine pro- 
blem."- The Israeli embassy he- 
re said Mr. Esmail will receive 
a fair, open trial and will be 
set free if he is innocent 
Mjc. Esmail was arrested as 
he arrived at Tel Aviv airport 
His father, a naturalised U.S. 
citizen -who had returned to 
live In the Israeli-occupied 
West -Bank, died a few days la- 
ter. 


A. key human rights issue in 
the Esmail case, according to 
the committee, is that the cha- 
rges involve acts which are rot 
illegal in the United States and 
not committed on Israeli soil. 

In addition the committee 
claims the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation turned over to 
Israel information gathered in 
the United States linking Es- 
mail to the PFLP. 

Hie FBI has not commented 
except to say that “informa- 
tion developed in the United 
States which might indicate a 
threat of loss of life oc terrorist 
activity in another country wo- 
uld be furnished to that coun- 
try.” 

The committee says it now 
has offices in a dozen dries 
around the United States in- 
cluding Los Angeles, Detroit, 
Washington, New York and 
Boston. 

In Tel Aviv, U.S. Consul Ja- 
mes Kerr said that Mr. Esmail’s 
lawyer, Felicia Langer, has as- 
ked the embassy that Mr. Da- 
vidson be allowed to testify- 

He said the question is whe- 
ther Mr. Davidson can give a 
sworn deposition or whether 
be would have to appear in 
court and be subject to cross 
examination. 

The latter would require Mr. 
Davidson to waive diplomatic 
immunity, Mr. Kerr said. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, Feb. 
22 (AP). — Foreign Minister 
Moshe Dayan defeated a dem- 
and by the parliamentary oppo- 
sition today that he resign be- 
cause he disclosed Israel was 
selling arms to Ethiopla- 
Mr. Dayan was accused by 
Labour Party member Yosef 
Sarid of causing “irreparable 
damage to our security inter- 
ests in the Horn of Africa.” 
Mr. Sarid refused to go into 
details, but added “if the de- 
tails were made known every 
Israeli would be shocked.” 

... Officials confirmed that Eth- 
iopia had expelled the Israelis 
administering the military aid 
programme following Mr. Da- 
yan’s disclosures in a Swiss te- 
levision interview. They declin- 
ed to say how many Israelis 
were there. 

Israel secretly supported Eth- 
iopia in its war against Soma- 
lia in the southern Ogaden re- 
gion and against Eritrean re- 
bels in the north, hoping to 
maintain its last foothold in 
the strategic bora. Officials say 
an Eritrean victory would put 
the whole Red Sea coast --a 
vital Israeli shipping lane 
in the hands of radical Arabs. 

Mr. Dayan's ruling Likud 
coalition mustered an easy ma- 
jority to defeat the motions 
for his resignation off the age- 
nda. But the affair underscored 
anew the cracks in the coali- 
tion, which have become evid- 
ent over the separate issue of 
Jewish settlement in occupied 
Arab land. 

Co-sponsoring the motion wi- 
th Sarid was Aklva Nof of the 
Democratic Movement for Ch- 
ange, a Likud partner. Although 
denied permission to address 
the house, Nof defied coalition 
discipline to abstain oo the mo- 

A10 military 
electronics 
plant to be 
set up in 
Saudi Arabia 

ABU DHABI, Feb. 22 (R). — 
Four Arab countries last night 
decided at a meeting here to 
establish a joint company for 
the production of military el- 
ectronic equipment in Saudi 
Arabia. 

A press statement on the 
one-day conference, carried by 
the Emirates News Agency, ga- 
ve no further details of the 
proposed venture by the Arab 
Industries Organisation (AIO), 
Which groups Egypt, Saudi Ar- 
abia, the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and Qatar. 

Aid's higher Committee, wh- 
ich comprises the defence mi- 
nisters of the four member- 
states. also directed the board 
of directors to undertake stu- 
dies for further joint projects 
“that will serve the armed for- 
ces of the member-states” the 
statement said. 

The committee heard prog- 
ress reports on the implementa- 
tion of joint projects for arms 
production now under execu- 
tion, it added. 

These Included the produc- 
tion of American jeep military 
vehicles and Swing-fire anti- 
tank missiles and British Lynx 
helicopters, the statement said. 


tion, although the rest of the 
DMC voted against It. 

The dovish DMC, which ho- 
lds 15 of the 78 coalition seats 
In the 120-member Knesset, is 
also at odds with Its allies over 
the settlement issue. 

“Jewish refugees” 
question to be raised 

Mr. Dayan also said today 
that Israel will insist on inc- 
luding the issue of Jewish re- 
fugees from Arab countries in 
a later stage of peace talks. 

Replying to a parliamentary 
motion, Mr. Dayan repeated a 
statement by President Carter 
in an October news conference 
that Jews who emigrated to 
Israel from the Arab states 
“have the same rights" as Pal- 
estinian refugees. 

“It is obvious, therefore, th- 
at as negotiations progress, this 
subject will be brought up for 
discussion,” Mr. Dayan said. 
The government was "prepar- 
ing suitable material,” he ad- 
ded. 


Dr. Owen 
due here 
Saturday 


AMMAN, Feb. 22 (JNA). — 
The British Foreign Secretary 
Dr. David Owen is due here 
on Saturday for a two-day 
visit. During the visit Dr. Ow- 
en will hold talks with sen- 
ior government officials on 
the latest Middle East deve- 
lopments. 


Atherton 
in Cairo 

CAIRO. Feb. 22 (Agencies). — 
U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Alfred Atherton arrived 
in Cairo from Tel Aviv today 
fra- Middle East peace talks wi- 
th Egyptian leaders. 

His tWo days of consultations 
with Israeli officials have gi- 
ven little new advance to the 
peace process. 

Mr. Atherton has resumed 
his shuttle diplomacy between 
the Israeli and Egyptian capi- 
tals following President Anwar 
Sadat* s visit to Washington re- 
cently for talks with President 
Carter. 

The envoy told reporters 
that President Carter has ple- 
dged the U.S. would double its 
efforts to reach a settlement 
and “I am here to carry out 
this pledge." 

Mr. Atherton told reporters 
before leaving Tel Aviv that he 
found Israel “determined to 
keep this process going” but 
said his shuttle mission might 
last “for days or possibly even 
weeks” before direct political 
talks could reopen. 

• Mr. Atherton met Tuesday 
with Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin, Foreign Minister Mo- 
she Dayan and Defence Minis- 
ter Ezer Weizman, and spent 
today morning reviewing the 
Isradi positions with U.S. em- 
bassy staff. 


to deal with dwarfs such as 
these,” Mr. Sadat said in an 
emotional speech to comman- 
dos who tried to seize a pair 
of armed terrorists holding hos- 
tages on a plane at Lamaca 
airport Sunday. 

“Our recognition of him as 
president of the republic 
and he hears me now --is 
withdrawn as of today,” Mr. 
Sadat told Ms troops gathered 
| at the War Ministry after the 
1 funeral of 15 commandos cut 
down by Cypriot national gu- 
ardsmen. Earlier Egypt withd- 
rew its diplomatic mission from 
Cyprus and asked Cypriot dip- 
lomats to leave Cairo. 

The Egyptian president re- 
jected Kyprianou's suggestion 
of a summit, saying he had no- 
thing to say until “Cyprus ha- 
nds over the hireling killers 
and then we shall start talk- 
ing.” 

Mr. Sadat said Egypt had 
advised Cypriot authorities th- 
at “you were on the war.” 
“Even though we did not ta- 
ke Cyprus' permission,” Presi- 
dent Sadat said, the Cypriots 
should not have acted the way 
they did. 

“We contacted Cyprus and 
they were told the plane carried 
some of our sons to help the 
Cypriot government to face th- 
is aggression and crime,” Mr. 
Sadat said. 

Mr. Sadat said the fact his 
commandos were not able to 
arrest the killers of prominent 
Egyptian newspaper editor Yo- 
ussef Sibai "raises the question 
was there collusion or not ?" 

The Egyptian president said 
it was his decision to use force 
to capture the gunmen, rather 
than the personal initiative of 
commando, leader Brig. Nabil 
Shukry. “It was not his decision, 
but it was ray decision.” 

Mr. Sadat said the leader 
of the Saiqa commandos gave 
CXpriot authorities 90 minutes 
to talk the terrorists into sur- 
rendering. 

“He was following what we- 
nt on between the control to- 
wer and the killer and it beca- 
me apparent to him and to us 
here m Egypt also ... that Cy- 
prus was preparing two pass- 
ports for the killers so they 
could leave Cyprus, as if they 
had not committed a crime,” 
Mr. Sadat said. 

At that point, he said. Brig. 
Shukry decided to storm the 
plane and carry out his orders 
to return with the hostages and 
the terrorists. 

The Egyptian president’s ac- 
count conflicted with statemen- 
ts Brig. Shukry made in an in- 
terview with Cairo Radio Tu- 
esday in which he said he had 
“no way of knowing” about the 
progress of negotiations and 
had acted after he waited a 
“reasonable time" without he- 
aring any word. 

Mr. Sadat said the comm- 
andos first set off for the tiny 
African country of Djibouti but 
changed course when the gun- 
men ordered the plane to fly 
back to Cyprus. 

The gunmen who killed Mr. 
Sibai and took 11 hostages on 
the Cyprus airlines plane iden- 



PresMent Anwar Sadat gives fate speech In Cairo Wednesday, u 
the funeral of the 15 Egyptians killed in the Laroaka airport raid. 
High ranking officers are seen sitting behind Mm. (AP wfrephoto) 


tified themselves as Palestini- 
ans and Mr. Sadat warned in 
his speech that “the Palestin- 
ians must know before all the 
Arabs that Egypt shall respond 
to every blow with 10 blows.” 

"Egypt will crush these pyg- 
mies whatever it costs,” Mr 
Sadat said. 

Asked by a reporter after the 
speech if Egypt would again 
send commandos in a similar 
situation, Mr. Sadat said, “wh- 
oever tries to commit anything 


BREAK IS 
OFFICIAL 

CAIRO, Feb. 22 (R). — Eg- 
ypt broke diplomatic and 
other relations with Cyprus 
today, the minister of state 
for foreign affairs said. 

Dr. Butros Botroe Ghall 
told Reuters that he had in- 
formed the Cyprus ambas- 
sador in Cairo of Egypt’s de- 
cision. 

“The rupture of relations 
with Cyprus is an initial re- 
sult of President Anwar Sa- 
dat’s decision today to wi- 
thdraw recognition of Cy- 
prus President Spyros Kyp- 
rianou,” Dr. Ghali said. 

In Nicosia, Cypriot Forei- 
gn Minister John Christo- 
phldes confirmed today that 
Egypt had broken diploma- 
tic relations with Cyprus. 

Mr. Christophldes told Re- 
uters that Ambassador Antis 
Soteriades had been Instru- 
cted to leave Cairo fanxne- 
dfatety, and would be tak- 
ing “any plane coming this 
way.” 


Cyprus* deputy police 
chief suspended 

NICOSIA, CYPRUS, Feb. 22 
(AP). — President Spyros Kyp- 
rianou suspended the country's 
deputy police chief today for 
his role in Sunday night’s blo- 
ody incident at Lamaca airport. 

Pavlos Stokkos, the second- 
ranking police officer in Gre- 
ek-controlled Cyprus was sus- 
pended “for communicating fa- 
lse information regarding the 
events at Lamaca airport and 
for negligence in the execution 
of his duties,” an official state- 
ment said, without elaboration. 

Authorities refused to com- 
ment on the reasons for the 
suspension. 


against Egypt, whatever his na- 
tionality, we shall be after him 

- - even to the end of the wo- 
rld.” 

Before meeting with the co- 
mmandos, Mr. Sadat led some 
ro.OOO mourners in an emotio- 
nal state funeral for the co- 
mmandos who died in the raid. 

Anti-Palestinian slogans we- 
re shouted by the crowds : “Sl- 
aughter the Palestinians,” “No 
more Palestinians” and “Yas- 
ser Arafat, round up your men 
from the cabarets.” 

Mr. Sadat and other top go- 
vernment officials walked sole- 
mnly arm-in-arm behind three 
closed ambulances carrying the 
coffins of the dead commandos, 
from a mosque to the pyramid 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 

PLO commandos fought 
alongside Cypriots? 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 22 (AP). 

— An elite, 12-man squad of 
Palestine Liberation Organisati- 
on commandos fought along- 
side Cypriot troops Sunday ni- 
ght in their battle with Egyp 
tian commandos who were tr- 
ying to free hostages at Lama- 
ca airport, the Washington Po- 
st reported today. 

In a dispatch from Nicosia, 
the newspaper quoted unnam- 
ed well-informed sources and 
witnesses as saying the PLO te- 
am wore civilian clothes and 
carried Soviet-made AK47 au- 
tomatic rifles. 

It said the Palestinians’ ex- 
act role in battle and the nu- 
mber of casualties they may 
have inflicted on the Egyptians 
was not immediately clear. 

The Post quoted an unidenti- 
fied Cypriot government spok- 
esman as saying he had no kn- 
owledge of any PLO participa- 
tion in the airport battle. And 
it said Cypriot President Spy- 
ros Kyprianou told reporters 
that “the only PLO men who 
came to Cyprus at the request 
of the government were a de- 
legation sent on (PLO leader 
Yasser) Arafat’s instructions in 
order to help convince the cul- 
prits to surrender.” 

But the Post said “reliable 
diplomatic sources” in Nicosia 
reported that the guerrilla sq- 
uad, headed by Mr. Arafat's se- 
curity chief, travelled to Cyprus 
abroad a Cyprus Airlines plane 
that had brought two official 
PLO representatives from Be- 
irut, Lebanon. 


Assad ends talks in Moscow 


MOSCOW, Feb. 22 (R). — 
Syrian and Soviet leaders today 
ended two days of talks which 
apparently concentrated on wa- 
ys in which the Kremlin can 
help Arab opponents of Egypt’s 
initiative towards Israel. 

TASS news agency, report- 
ing on the meetings between 
Kremlin chief Leonid Brezhnev 
and President Hafez Assad of 
Syria, said -joint and parallel 
actions by the two countries 
had been under discussion. 

The aim was to strengthen 
Soviet-Syrian cooperation in all 
fields and to consolidate "uni- 
versal peace and security of 
the peoples”, TASS said. 

Western diplomats said the 
wording, coupled with the fact 
that Defence Minister Dmitry 
Ustinov attended the discussi- 
ons, strongly suggested that 
Soviet military aid to Syria was 
among the topics. 

This possibility seemed to be 
strengthened by a visit to the 
Soviet Union by Maj. Abdul Sa- 
lem Jalloud, a prominent me- 


mber of the Libyan leadership, 
whose country is reported to 
have offered Syria a billion do- 
llars for new arms purchases. 

In a break with the usual 
procedure during' official visits 
here, Maj. Jalloud stayed on 
for five days after a joint com- 
munique was issued on the end 
of his official three-day visit. 

Diplomatic observers said it 
was likely that he had wanted 
to meet President Assad and 
possibly hold three-sided tal- 
ks with the Syrian delegation 
and Soviet leaders. 

Maj. Jalloud seemed to be 
alluding to a new arms deal 
when he told TASS news agen- 
cy before leaving that his ta- 
lks here “will undoubtedly be 
useful to the entire Arab na- 
tion in the struggle against im- 
perialism and Zionism." 

Despite speculation that the 
time might be right for a new 
Kremlin initiative in the Mid- 
dle East, Mr. Assad’s visit ap- 
peared to have produced n'o ch- 
ange in the known Soviet po- 
sition, observers said. 


Both Mr. Brezhnev and Mr. 
Assad made speeches last ni- 
ght condemning President An- 
war Sadat’s overtures to Isra- 
el. 

But the Soviet leader only 
repeated Moscow’s longstand- 
ing call for a return to the Ge- 
neva peace conference, while 
Mr. Assad, in what diplomats 
saw as a somewhat non-com- 
mittal speech, called for a set- 
tlement on the basis of United 
Nations resolutions. He made 
no mention of the Geneva par- 
ley, however. 

TASS said their discussions 
covered a wide range of ques- 
tions concerning Soviet-Syrian 
cooperation. Main focus of at- 
tention, it said, was the sear- 
ch for a comprehensive and 
just settlement in the Middle 
East 

The atmosphere at the talks, 
attended also by Soviet Premi- 
er Alexei Kosygin and the Kre- 
mlin’s economic aid chief, Mr. 
Semyon Skachov, was described 
as friendly. 
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The greatest need 
remains untouched 

The fast five days of discussion at the national 
science and technology policy conference have only 
highlighted once again the obvious fact that Jordan’s 
main wealth is its pool of educated and skilled 
citizens. Any coherent national science policy that 
comes out of the conference will be, basically, a more 
systematic way of organising Jordan’s technical 
cadres and giving them the institutional support to 
carry out their job more efficiently, and more in line 
with national economic and social development goals. 

But we cannot see this fine effort this week draw 
to a conclusion without putting in our two fils worth ! 
of comment on a subject that we suggest is now ' 
possibly the single biggest drag on development 
efforts in Jordan and other developing countries. 
This is the matter of an over-sized, under-organised, 
over-staffed and under-efficient state bureaucracy. 

For example, it would be an exercise in Orwellian 
absurdity if we were to come up with a really dynamic 
national science policy and then were to implement 
this policy by trying to attract back to Jordan 
scientists who would have to put up with the 
irritating silliness that sometimes requires months 
and months for a job application to be approved by 
the various government departments. Similarly, it 
would also be only a short-term palliative if we were 
to set up the scientific community of the country in 
its own efficient arena while the rest of the govern- 
ment bureaucracy grinds away slowly in its own 
inertia. 

In this area, Jordan call be a pace-setter for the 
Arab World and the developing world in general if it 
would seize this opportunity to introduce scientific 
principles of management, organisation and administ- 
ration throughout the entire state structure, to give 
the scientists, and everyone else, the proper structural 
support to carry out their job properly. 


Regional repi esentative says in lecture 

Jordan’s population provides 
fertile ground for United 
Nations agency’s activities 


ARAB PRESS COMMENTARY 


Under the heading "Waiting so Long”, AL RAT Wednesday 
said that the U.S. Assistant Secretary of State, Alfred Atnerton, 
may have been right in not making any statement after his two- 
hour-long meeting with Moshe Dayan, because if the Israeli cabi- 
net members are not yet agreed on a definite stand towards the 
settlement issue, how and when will they agree on the question of 
withdrawal from the occupied Arab territories or recognition of 
the legitimate rights of the Palestinians - - the two principal Arab 
demands for a just and a lasting peace in the Middle! East ? 

The newspaper thinks, however, that despite the wave of 
pessimism in the area, the U.S. seems determined to go ahead 
until it makes some sort of progress that helps keep the momen- 
tum of negotiations alive . . . even without reaching a declaration 
of principles that might help broaden the basis of negotiations, by 
bringing In some other parties at the appropriate time. The Mid- 
dle East, A) Ra’i feels, will witness a long spell of no-war, no- 
peace while Mr. Atherton continues making his shuttle trips to 
the capitals of the area. 

Commenting on Syrian President Hafez Assad’s current visit 
to the Soviet Union, AL DUSTOUR expects good results of what 
it described his amicable discussions with the Kremlin leaders. 
Such positive results will take the form of continued and firm sup- 
port by the Soviet Union, not only for Syria, but for all the Arabs 
as well. 

The newspaper says President Assad's talks in Moscow are 
not ‘•axial'’ in their motives and objectives, but are of a pan-Arab 
nature. And therefore their success would be in Jie interest of the 
Arabs as a whole. 


Photographers 

wanted 

The Jordan Timee wants to w lb* work of 
photographer'- with hlaok-und- w h lo prints of any and 
til scenes in Jordan, either individual pictures or col- 
•eclions of photo-stories on a single theme. We are 
.-meresied in publishing individual photos or photo- 
: i ones w <± regular basis, and we d like to see the 
work of local photographers, both Jordanians and 
non-Jordanians alike. 

Jf you have photos to show, or wouJd like to do 
some feature photos for the Jordan 1 imes, please eon- I 
tact Mr. Khouri at the Jordan limes offices any day 
between 9 00 and 12 00 a.m. and between 4 .00 and ' 
%.00 p rri. to make an appointment i 


By Vir ginia Buchanan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

A village mother-and-child- 
care clinic, a street number pl- 
aque on Jabal Amman, a cour- 
se in population by a visiting 
professor at the University of 
Jordan -- these are all part 
of the diverse projects descri- 
bed to members of the Rotary 
Club here yes erday by the Re- 
gional Coordinator and Repre- 
sentative of the United Nations 
Fund for Population Activities 
(UNFPA!, Dr. A. Majeed Khan. 

Dr. Khan said his organisa- 
tion is "the consequence of the 
growing multi-national concern 
about the well-being of na- 
tional populations. 

"Here in Jordan, the govern- 
ment’s National Planning Co- 
uncil is the channel through 
which requests for assistance 
are made. Then the UN. spe- 
cialised agencies provide as- 
sistance to clarify issues and 
draw up projects. Once the pro- 
ject is prepared, then we are 
’the Fund’.*’ 

Jordan, for instance, has do- 
ne much from the intellectual 
point of view, from the acade- 
mics, and from those who 
have had an enormous amount 
of Field experience in human 
welfare, to improve the social 
well-being of its population, he 
said. 

"But a certain set of indica- 
tors has been suggested in ord- 
er to establish whether the pe- 
ople are enjoying -- a..a to 
wnat degree - - the social weal- 
th. These are health, educati- 
on, environment and quality o. 
working Lite, time and leisure 
available to employees, com- 
mand of goods ana seiviWA, 
physical environment, personal 
saiety and administration of 
justice, social opportunity and 
participation. These indicators 
can show wnere the people of 
a country stand. 

“You can’t change until you 
know what to change. Is it pos- 
sible? And are there means to 
do it ? If 80 per cent of a pop- 
ulation is literate. Cor example, 
the government says let's get it 
to 100 per cent. The planner 
says HOW? Does the country 
have the resources ? Besides, 
development must also mean 
the development of the psych- 
ology of the people. In fact, 
development of the people st- 
arts with the change of attitu- 
des,’* Dr. Khan said. 

TTie UNFPA, as the Fund is 
called, is contributed to by 90 
countries, including Jordan, and 
is assisting projects and deve- 
lopments in 102 countries, also 
including Jordan. In 1969, the 
Fund had a budget of $5 mil- 
lion. This year it is $106 mil- 
lion. 

’’This means that not only has 
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Dr. A. Majeed Khan 




the fastest growth of any mu- 
lti-national, multi-funding or- 
ganisation,” Dr. Khan said. 
"This means that not only has 
the UNFPA been highly effec- 
tive in providing a response to 
the growing national populat- 
ion’s needs, but is efficient iv 
managed so that most of the 
contributor's dollars are spen. 
directly in programme efforts. 

"The UNFPA started assis- 
ting in the Arab World is 1970, 
where its annual expenditure 
grew from roughly $1.1 mill- 
ion in 1971 to $15 million to- 
day. The Arab League, in a 
ministerial conference, adopted 
a resolution drawing member 
states' attention to their popu- 
lation needs and urged the Ar- 
ab governments to increase th- 
eir contributions to the Fund. 
To date, 13 Arab League me- 
mbers (including Jordan) have 
pledged or placed contributions 
to the Fund, and projects are 
going on in all these countries. 

Jordan’s succe ss 

"Jordan has a unique back- 
ground.” Mr. Khan said. “An 
economist has recently obse- 
rved that Jordan has, 
in the past M years, 
transformed from a semi- 
primitive society to a conrum- 
er-and-service-oriented society 
without passing through the 


traditional historical stages of 
industrial or even agricultural 
revolutions. The single, most 
critical factor of this transfor- 
mation has been the people of 
Jordan. Jordan is fortunate to 
have the skills and backgrouni 
of its varied people. It may not 
be as rich as other countries, 
but you have a right to be pr- 
oud that you are providing the 
manpower for many surroun- 
ding Arab countries, as well as 
high quality technical and ma- 
nagerial people beyond the tra- 
ditional frontiers of the Arab 
World, in Germany, Spain, and 
Latin America. 

"But there is a secret in this. 
It is not just the bare manpo- 
wer, for Jordan has had, for 
more than 25- years, a stable 
government acting as the cata- 
lyst, as coordinator and go- 
between, as a moderator in wo- 
rking out a harmonious relati- 
onship between the private and 
public sectors. 

“One of the most glamo- 
rous improvements in Jordan 
is hi the employment rate 
virtually 100 per cent, actua- 
lly 98 per cent, with two per 
cent unemployed because of 
personal reasons. The excepti- 
onally high employment is d>ie 
to stability of government, its 
far-sighted policies, and fast 
economic growth together with 


the private-public effort-” he 
said. 

Interest and concern about 
the people have grown in this 
country. UNFPA assistance was 
first provided Jordan for a fer- 
tility survey in 1971. In 1972. 
the Fund was invited to assist 
m the training of statisticians 
who would be working in vari- 
ous capacities of national acc- 
ounts. national development in 
the NPC, and work with the 
Cent ral Bureau of Statistics. In 
1973, It assisted in providing 
che country with a system of 
street names and house num- 
bers. 

In 1975. the government sou- 
ght further assistance for a wi- 
de range of popula on-related 
activities. The negoti tions that 
ensured resulted in the govern- 
ment and UNFPA signing a pr- 
ogramme agreement covering a 
four-year period during which 
UNFPA would provide approx- 
imately $2.5 mil Hon in project 
assistance covering personnel 
training, provision of equipment 
and supplies, and experts. The 
projects so far undertaken wi- 
thin this agreement are : car- 
rying out a study of population 
growth and movement in Jord- 
an; establishing demographic 
studies at the University of Jo- 
rdan; setting up maternal and 
chad health centres; and expan- 
sion of the government's sta- 
tistical training centre. 

Dr. Khan appealed to lea- 
ders in business, social and 
professional fields to continue 
to raise the social consciousn- 
ess by multiplicity of interests, 
and then, just as important, to 
sustain it. 

"The well-being of the peo- 
ple must be secured as Jordan 
attains greater wealth. The pat- 
tern is first to build capacity in . 
the country; next, provide an 
activity in experience; third, 
import the know-how and ac- 
cessories to perform the skil- 
ls; and finally to train the man 
to take over!" 

Dr. Khan, who came as Re- 
gional Coordinator and Repre- 
sentative of the UNFPA three 
months ago, is from Bangladesh. 
He brings a rich background 
to his job. Having received his 
doctorate in sociology fro. l 
the University of Minnesota, 
with a specialisation in popula- 
tion implications of social and 
economic development, he has 
held senior UN. posts in Sri 
Lanka. New York. Bangladesh, 
and 12 Asian countries. 

He headed the Dept of Social 
work at Rajshahi University in 
Bangladesh, was guest profe- 
ssor at the University of Sto- 
ckholm, Sweden, and was a 
consultant for UNESCO in mass 

communications of family pla- 
nning. He is the author of 30 
ptihhcatkms. 


NEW ARABIC COURSES 

The YWCA Vocational Training Centre announces 
the opening of new Arabic courses for advanced 
and beginner students. 

If interested, please get in touch with YWCA, 
Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle, tel. 41793. 
Registration begins now, until the Feb. 27th. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Art Exhibit 

The British Council, In cooperation with the Department of 
Culture and Ait, p resents an exhibithm of works by four young 
Jordanian artists. The exhibition continues today and runs through 
Friday 24th. 


Abu Odeh 
briefs 
Australian 
official on 
peace moves 


AMMAN, Feb. 22 (JNA). — 
Minister of Information Ad- 
nut Aba Odeh today acqu- 
ainted leader of the Labour 
Party and President of the 
Trade Union in AustraBa 
Bob Hawke on Jordan's 
stand towards the Middfe 
East crisis and efforts being 
made to find out * peace 
settlement vis a via the 
hnefi u uco mpro mfehig at- 
titude whi ch hindered pea- 
ce efforts. 

Mr. Abu Odeh underlined 
the need for the Palestinhut* 
to take part in die making 
of~S Just and lasting peace 
and to exercise their own 
national identity and rights 
on their own homeland. 


UPITN board 
meets in Aqaba 

AMMAN. Feb. 22 (JT). — The 
Board of Dire ctors of the Lon- 
don based UPITN Television 
newsfflm agency arrived in 
Amman last night and flew to 
Aqaba today for two days of 
beard meetings. 

UPITN indudes amongst . its 
major shareholders the Ameri- 
can news agency United Press 
International and British Inde- 
pendent Television News which 
supplies international and na- 
tional news programmes for all 
Britain’s commercial television 
stations. 


ASPEN INSTITUTE 

We wish to correct the 
name of the Aspen Institute 
in New York which we re- 
ported in National News 
Roundup on Wednesday as 
the Aspen Institute of Isla- 
mic Studies. 

The organisation is, in 
fact, the Aspen Institute of 
Humanistic Studies. Our er- 
ror was due to the erro- 
neous naming of the insti- 
tute in an Arabic language 
report distributed by the 
Jordan News Agency which 
we translated. 


Employment 
Department 
will find 
jobs for 
labourers 


AMMAN, Feb. 22 (JNA). — 
The Employment Department 
of the Ministry of Labour is 
ready to help Jordanian labou- 
rers find suitable jobs, Minister 
of Labour Issam Al Ajlouni 
said today. 

Such a measure is aimed at 
organising employment and 
emigration of Jordanian labou- 
rers as well as organising the 
employment of foreign work- 
ers. 

Mr. Ajlouni was speaking 
when he made an inspection 
visit of the employment depor- 
tment here today. 

The deportment’s figures show 
that about 300 Jordanians ob- 
tained, through the department, 
visas for work In Saudi Ara- 
bia. ..besides. 42 others who are 
seeking work hi Jordan. 


Jordan, Egypt 
aim to boost 


bilateral trade 

AMMAN, Feb. 22 (JNA). — 
Jbndaniaa-EgyptUn talks for 
promoting trade cooperation 
began at the Ministry of In- 
dustry and Commerce here 
today. 

Discussions took up expa- 
nsion of toe trade protocol 
concluded between toe two 
co u ntries, with the aim of 
Increashig bulk of toe trade 
exchanges and overcoming 
o b gt ad e a facing toe import 
and export process between 
the two countries -- difficul- 
ties that em e rge d during 
application of the protocol 
last year, mainly the pro- 
btam of two prices for one 
Hem of production wh® 
exported from Egypt to 
Jordan. 

J %Jt£sx. 7 * delegation to tha 
talks was head ted by Under- 
secretary of do Ministry of 
Industry and Finance Dr. 
Hasbem Dabbas and the 
Egyptian by Undersecreta- 
ry of the Ministry of Com- 
merce Youssef Salah Ajjf 
d (not Abbadl as stated 
yesterday), who arrived is 
Amman late last night * 
the head of the Egyptian 


WANTED 

Second hand inexpensive automobile 
black plates cash. 

Please call telephone 42028. 


DELUXE FLAT FOR RENT 

A luxuriously furnished three bedroom, three 
bathroom fiat with parlour, living room, dining 
room, modem Italian kitchen, a lift, central 
heating and beautifully situated on 
Jabal Amman, Fifth Circle. " 

Please call * 42634 - 65275. ' ■ — ' 
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conference is 
great success 


\ (Cootimied from p.1) 

S tion of tbevoost of. a. 

Bnal r^ort . - - . . : 

ng Prof.^ pa- 

xeportsriv'-.tte 
' of., debates ^ their 
es, the ’toeeflog. - proc- 
"discuss i tfce Tmal rep- 

are no veay,. concrete 
i -fa tiJe^.ceppi^ but 
only to be . expected. 
terelSin? ^'tl^cbn-' 
tie snoin»ris£d ;M-.SPrv 

ms. Their detail S ap- . 
win be a Jenfitfiy-P 10 " 

*0 tlrfca. •. „• . 

IWl^iealing with the question of 
* *** organisational structure 

Jordan- ought to' adopt 
V* tJ: *H'os£er its -sciemtific develop- 
f 0 »* „ **** ^P 01 * cautions that 

(foreign' model would be ent- 
suitable here. It “notes”' 
experiences of Korea, Japan, 
\ t \ ice, the U-S^, India, Kuwait 
* r *0Vflk the UJt, but stresses that'- 

1 , ™tever organisation is adop- 

flearibility must be built - 

4 dentists, planners and bu- 

p3f|jvssmen must all be involved 
f ‘‘“cientitic policy-making. Re- 
■ch can usefully be organi- ' 
on the contract system. 
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the report recommends. 

Hie “research association" 

■ arrangement is specially me- 
ntioned. This is basically a way 
of joining government and in- 
dustry in a common research 
effort linked to the particular 
needs of a certain sector of the 
economy. 

New laws 

. v. -The report envisages new le- 
gislation to “ensure adequate 
financial support for (scientific) 
activities, and to regulate mat- 
ters relating to standards, co- 
des, quality control, patents, 
copy-right, licensing, royalties, 
incentives and remuneration as 
well as matters pertaining to 
the transfer of technology". 

-Turning to priorities, the rep- 
ort mentions that both short 
arid long term research prog- 
rammes must be encouraged. 
The debate, which preoccupied 
the -conference for much of the 
time, between basic and ap- 
plied science, was never likely 
to come to cut and dried conciu- 
. sions. In general, though, it was 
agreed that both are necessary 
in some measure but that both 
ought to be attuned to the ec- 
onomic and social needs of the 
country. 

A certain consensus, howev- 
er had begun to emerge oh the 


topics of research on which the 
Arab countries could best co- 
ncentrate. Several of the diff- 
erent bodies proposed for sci- 
entific cooperation agreed that 
solar energy research should be 
given priority. Also high on 
the list were agriculture and 
defence. 

Manpower management 

The conference “welcomed 
the proposal to establish an 
Arab fund for scientific and te- 
chnological development." 

Attention is also paid in the 
report to the problems of man- 
power management. It recog- 
nise the need to emphasise vo- 
cational training and to “incul- 
cate habits of logical and sci- 
entific thinking in the early 
stages of school education”. 
The greater participation of 
women in the work force sho- 
uld be encouraged, the rep- 
ort states. 

The main proposals for dea- 
ling with the brain drain are 
that a better environment sh- 
ould be created for scientists 
here, and that there should be 
more coming and going by sci- 
entists between the developed 
and the developing nations. It 
was felt that greater care sho- 
uld be taken in placing Jordan- 


ian students in universities ab- 
road. 

A genuine success 

As the conference drew to a 
close today, the consensus am- 
ong the 200 participants from 
Jordan and the 70 guests from 
abroad seemed to be that it had 
been genuinely useful “2 have 
been to conferences where th- 
ere has been nothing but hot 
air, but this one really got do- 
wn to business”, was a not un- 
typical comment from one fo- 
reign delegate. 

Apart from anything else it 
will probably prove to have 
been a useful public relations 
exercise for the country. 

Asked for his reaction^ to 
the conference. Dr. 21a ki Ayoubi 
a representative both of the 
private sector and of the Uni- 
versity of Jordan told the Jor- 
dan Times: “We did really get 
some good ideas". He mention- 
ed the industrial research as- 
sociations, a concept which 
his colleagues had come across 
for the first time during their 
preparation for the conference. 

But warning that a verdict 
on the meeting was still prema- 
ture, Dr. Ayoubi said : “Now 
the challenge is just beginning 
... the challenge of follow-up”. 
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New forest project launched by 
Crown Prince Hassan and Princess Sarvath 

AMMAN, Feb. 22, (JNA). — The launching of a new for- 
est on the outskirts of Amman will take place tomor- 
row, Friday, under the patronage of His Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan the Viceroy and Princess Sarvath. The 
project, which is to be called The Yajouz Forest for Chi- 
ldren, is close to the Sports City and is co-sponsored by 
the Friends of the Children Club and the Ministry of 
Agriculture. At, the celebration tomorrow, part of the al- 
located land of 250 dunums will be planted with trees, 
and the rest will be planted on similar occasions over 
the next few years. The Ministry of Agriculture has sup- 
plied the children’s club with three thousand saplings to 
be planted initially in an area of 15 dunums. During the 
last two years, the club has planted trees on a plot, near 
the town of Naour, which later came to be called the 
Children's Forest. Scouts and girl guides of the Amman 
district will take part in the planting tomorrow. 

Street to commemorate Yacoub Uweiss 

AMMAN, Feb. 22 (JNA). — The Amm an Municipal Cou- 
ncil today decided to name one of the main streets of 
the capital after the late Yaqoub Uweiss, former Jorda- 
nian ambassador to' Romania who died recently of a 
heart attack. 

Prices official to visit Oman 

AMMAN, Feb. 22 (JNA). — The Cabinet today decided 
to send Director of Quality and Prices at the Ministry of 
Supply, Youssef A1 Anani, to the Omani Sultanate to 
discuss the question of buying fresh fish for local con- 
sumption in Jordan. 

New finance director appointed 

AMMAN, Feb. 22 (JNA). — Finance Minister, Dr. Mo- 
hammad Dabbas, has appointed Issam Al Muhaisen as 
Director of the Amman Govemorate Finance Department 
as from March 1, 1978. Mr. Al Muhaisen succeeds the 
late Nazmi Al Battikbi who died several weeks ago. 

Small loan for southern village 

AMMAN, Feb. 22 (JNA). — The Municipal and Rural 
Loans Fund has approved a JD 13,000 loan for the Najel 
village council, of the Ma’an govemorate, for completion 
of an electrical project for the village. 

Iraqi ambassador goes home 

AMMAN, Feb. 22 (JNA). — The former Iraqi Ambassa- 
dor Khaled, Makki Al Hashemi left here this evening for 
Baghdad after termination of his mission in Jordan and 
his transfer to another position at the Iraqi Foreign Mi- 
nistry. Expressing good wishes for Jordan, he thanked 
Jordanian officials and people for their cooperation in 
promoting Iraqi-Jordanian brotherly relations. Mr. Al 
Hashemi stressed his country's desire to advance rela- 
tions with Jordan, particularly in the fields of transport, 
transit and.road building. - 


New traffic regulations committee formed 

AMMAN, Feb. 22 (JNA). — A new committee from the 
public security department and a number of ministries 
has been formed to work out new traffic regulations. 
The committee will fix speed limits, determine weights 
of vehicles^ using various roads in the Kingdom and will 
introduce a plan for operating radar-equipped patrol cars 
to monitor speed. The formation of the committee was 
decided at a meeting held at the Public Security Depart- 
ment today attended by the ministers of interior, muni- 
cipal and rural affairs and public works as well as the 
director of the public security department. 


Jordan to join health and education conference 

AMMAN, Feb. 22 (JNA). — Jordan is to participate in 
the Middle East regional conference on health and edu- 
cation to be held in Tehran on Feb. 26. The five day 
conference sponsored by the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) and UNESCO will be dedicated to the discussion 
of subjects connected with systems of education and 
education planning in Middle Eastern countries and 
means of improving them. Jordan will be represented by 
the Minister of Education Dr. Abdul Salam Al Majali and 
the acting Minister of Health Abdul Ra'ouf Al Rawabdeh. 

.T.V* radio team to visit Moscow 

AMMAN, Feb. 22 (JNA). — The programme directors 
at Radio Jordan and Jordan Television are to pay a 
week-long visit to Moscow soon to become acquainted 
with methods of preparation of programmes and to ex- 
plore ways to improve cooperation between the two 
countries in the field of radio and television broadcast- 
ing. 

Jordan’s exports to Saudi increased by 93 per cent 

AMMAN, Feb. 22 (JNA). — Jordan's exports to Saudi 
Arabia increased by 93 per cent in October 1977 over 
figures for the same month in 1976. The value of goods 
exported in October last year was JD 1,38S,000 while 
October 1976 figures reached only JD 692,000. Exports 
included vegetables, fruit, cigarettes, medicine and 
plastics. The main Jordanian import from Saudi Arabia 
is crude oil, and last October's imports amounted to JD 
3,200,000 as compared to JD 516,000 in October 1976, 
indicating an increase of 54 per cent. 


Amm anJarash road closed 

AMMAN, Feb. 22 (JNA). — It was announced today, that 
the road to Jarash across the old bridge was closed due 
to the rise of the water level behind the King Talal Dam. 
Work onj the opening of another road is underway. Mea- 
nwhile the public security department announced today 
that the road linking Qatrana with the town of Ma’an is 
not quite suitable for traffic due to sand storms and poor 
visibility. Motorists using the main Desert Highway we- 
re advised to drive with great caution. 






























JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1978 


UAE oil minister says 


Industrial states should 
halt their price rises in 
reply to oil price freeze 

RIYADH, Feb. 22 (R). — The industrialised countries should halt price rises of their manufactured 
goods in response to the oil price freeze, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) petroleum minister said 
yesterday. Dr. Mane’ Said A1 Oteiba, the Minister of Petroleum and Mineral Resources, left here for 
home after a two-day visit during which he confer red with King Khalid and senior Saudi officials. 


West Germany’s firemen are not all men 


The minister said the indu- 
strialised world should avoid 
the export of its inflation to 
the oil countries. 

He said the industrialised 
world was to blame for the 
deadlock in the so-called Nor- 


th-South dialogue with develo- 
ping countries and it was up 
to them to compromise and 
put forward a viable initiative 
as a basis for talks. 

“The oil-pricing policy of Sa- 
udi Arabia and the UAE has 
reflected the two countries' se- 


nse Of responsibility towards 
the developing countries, wh- 
ich are among the countries to 
be banned every time there is 
the slightest oil price increase," 
he added. 

He said the stock-piling of 
oil was an unnecessary and co- 


stly operation and commented: 
“It is much better to kepp the 
oil in its original fields while 
establishing relations based cm 
friendship, mutual respect and 
common interest between the 
consuming and oil producing 
countries." 


U.S. coal industry talks resume under 
threat of presidential intervention 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 22 (R). 
— Coal industry negotiators re- 
turned to the bargaining tab- 
le here today with the threat 
of direct presidential interven- 


tion lending incentive to bring 
an aid to the nation’s longest 
coal strike. 

Leaders of the Bituminous 
Coal Operators Association 


Coffee buffer stock 
to stabilise prices 
could start in 1982 


By R. S. Ryan 


A buffer stock system for coffee trade could s tart in 1962, 
protecting both growers and drinkers from the recent boom or 
bust state of the market. 


London, (WFS) — 'Coffee producers and importers have tak- 
en a step towards the introduction of a buffer Stock system 
which could stabilise world prices. 

A working group of the International Coffee Organisation 
based in London has concluded its first meeting Into the pos- 
sibility of setting up some form of buffer stock. An ICO spo- 
kesman said that the working group had looked “at a broad 
range of Ideas,” and that it would meet a g ain , although ho 
date has yet been fixed. 

A .buffer stock would be la reserve under international co- 
ntrol which could be used in one of two ways: To ensure co- 
ntinuity of supply -for importers and to ensure that the price 
paid to (producers remains a reasonable tone. 

The current International Coffee Agreement came into op- 
eration In 1976 and has 'a six-year life by the end 'of which 
a (new agreement will have to be negotiated. It Ss possible 
that a buffer 'stock will be embodied In the 1982 agreement, 
probably to work in conjunction with the present quota sys- 
tem. 

Although the market is fairly stable at the present time, 
the dramatic price rises on 'the world market in 1976 spur- 
red calls for a buffer stock. The current ICO working group 
was boro out Of a proposal by the Mexicans for an interna- 
tional stabilisation fund and buffer stock, -endorsed by a 
meeting of Latin American producers (who produce most of 
the world’s coffee) in 1977. 

An international buffer stock has been considered unsuit- 
able in the past because the commodity has been generally 
in over-supply, and so would involve enormous holdings tat a 
high cost Another problem Is that coffee can deteriorate eas- 
ily, making it necessary to replenish the stock frequently to 
keep quality high- Coffee is expensive to store, and warehou- 
sing must be jof a high quality. 

Question of finances 

The question of financing la buffer stock is one of idle ce- 
ntral issues. The “working group [has adopted as e basis for 
its discussions a paper tabled by the European Economic 
Community detailing the Issues. The jEEC has become the 
third big force in world coffee, being as great an importer 
as the United States, while Brazil, the third force is the 
world's largest single exporter. 

Coffee is one of 18 commodities identified by foe 'Group 
of 77 developing countries (now more than 116) for action 
under the Integrated Programme for Commodities, and foe 
ICO is 'working in the same direction as UNCTAD, the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, which is dea- 
ling with other commodities such as sugar and cocoa. 

The first International Coffee Agreement twas set up be- 
fore UNCTAD .came into existence, and the ICO, which rep- 
resents 66 producer and consumer nations, has continued to 
be responsible for negotiating coffee agreements. But the ag- 
reement is dearly associated by implication with the UNCTAD 
Common Fund proposed as part of the Integrated Programme 
for Commodities to help stabilise commodity prices. 

The 100 is known to want a close relationship with 
UNCTAD, particularly in the area of financing a buffer stock. 
Although the talks between the developed and developing 
nations on the setting up of a Common Fund have so for pro- 
ved inconclusive, the negotiating conference for such a fund 
may be reconvened. 

The weather factor 

It Is traditional an the coffee world that everybody waits 
for July and the possibility of a frost in the Brazilian grow- 
ing areas. Brazil is by for the largest exporter, and Also has 
a large domestic market The last harvest was a seasonable 
one, but the industry in Brazil is only now starting to recov- 
er from the events of July, 1975, when foe major coffee-gro- 
wing state of Parana In the south of the country was devas- 
tated by frost. 

That year’s failed harvest led to foe steep rise in world 
prices in 1976 (from nearly £800 a ton on the London futures 
market to nearly £3,000 a ton). A peak was reached early in 
1977, when the price hit £4,300 a ton. 

Apart from foe Brazilian frost, other factors played their 
part - - civil war in Angola, political instability in (Uganda, fl- 
ooding in Colombia, the second major Latin American prod- 
ucer, -and an earthquake in Guatemala. 

However, after March, 1977, prices dropped steadily and 
are now reasonably level at about £1,750 a ton. The prices 
boom has encouraged producers to plant more trees, hi though 
another result of it has been a fall in demand from coffee 
importing countries, Where people have turned away from foe 
drink because trf the high prices. 

The result of this may be a return to the old situation of 
over-supply. The World Bank estimates that world producti- 
on will rise to 9S2 million bags in I960, compared with 642 
million last year, and demand is unlikely to match that inc- 
rease. 

In 1976. Brazil exported 936,000 tons, Colombia 377.000 
tons and Ivory Coast 303,000 tons. The United States impor- 
ted 1303,000 tons, the EEC as a whole slightly more than 
that and Japan 159,000 tons. 


(BCOA) agreed last night to 
resume negotiations with the 
United Mine Workers (UMW) 
after President Carter won st- 
rong congressional endorseme- 
nt for any action he desired 
to put an end to the strike. 


Algeria’s 
Boumedienne 
inaugurates gas 
liquefaction plant 


ALGIERS, Feb. 22 (R). — Al- 
gerian President Houari Bou- 
medienne yesterday inaugurat- 
ed a natural gas liquefaction 
plant which will supply ex- 
ports to the United States 
and Western Europe. 

The {riant is one of six be- 
ing built at Aizew, 400 tans, 
west of Algiers. 

Algerian ' experts • estimate 
that the. country will be ex- v 
porting 700 billion cubic met-" 
res of gas annually during the 
next decade. 

President Boumedienne said 
Algeria’s industrial effort was 
aimed at gaining access to in- 
ternational markets on its own 
terms. 

The achievements of the po- 
licy would improve Algeria’s 
credit-rating and give it “the 
means to find the necessary 
credits for development while 
maintaining the state’s finan- 
cial independence,” he added. 


now in its eleventh week. 

Mr. Thomas O'Neill, Speaker 
of the House of Representati- 
ves, said Congress would res- 
pond immediately if Mr. Gar- 
ter sought its approval for an 
order forcing miners and ma- 
nagement to abide by manda- 
tory arbitration. 

He also said the House of 
Representatives would probably 
back Mr. Carter If he ordered 
troops to seize the mines. 

But Mr. O'Neill, speaking to 
reporters after talks with the 
president at the White House, 
said he did not believe legisla- 
tion would be necessary unless 
“a dire emergency” arose. 

Democratic Representative 
Thomas Foley said both wor- 
kers and management would 
probably favour the seizure of 
the mines as the miners could 
continue to press for their de- 
mands and the management wo- 
uld be reassured that its equ- 
ipment was being protected he 
said. The mines were last sei- 
zed in 1946 by President Tru- 
man. 

The chance of a settlement 
remains uncertain though, des- 
pite White House hopes that 
an independent agreement rea- 
ched between the mine wor- 
kers and foe country’s I5fo lar- 
gest coal producer, the Pitts- 
burg and Midway Coal Comp- 
any, could form a blueprint for 
an ■ autystry-wide agreement. 

Talks, between ' - the r -United 
Mine Workers union and .the 
coal industry broke down last 
week. 

But tentative agreement was 
reached Tuesday by the union 
and the Pittsburgh and Midway 
Coal Company. 

White House Press Secre- 
tary Jody Powell said President 
Carter had not decided whether 
to press that settlement as a 
model for an overall agreement. 
However, administration offici- 
als indicated that they would 
prefer this solution to direct 
intervention. 



Fire brigades hi West Germany are manned^ if that fc the rfeht word, by vo lun t eer far aB be t foe oafordtfea. Enep^ Oat fc, 
many firemen are women. They certainly made Fire Prevention Week an eye-catcher recently, distributing mHlkms of bro- 
chures printed free oS charge by insurance companies. (DaD photo) . 


U.N. increases number 
of top-paid positions 


UNITED NATIONS. Feb. 22 
(AP). — Despite U.S. pleas 
for belt-tightening, the United 
Nations is expanding its roster 
of top-salaried positions to br- 
ing to 75 the number of UN. 
officials making more than 
$75,000 a year. 

Six assistant secretaries-gene- 
ral have just been elevated to 
undersecretaries- general , incre- 
asing the quota of second hi- 
ghest U.N. posts to 32. The 
promotions, called “reclassifi- 
cations” here, mean a salary in- 
crease of about $10,000 - - from 
$76,000 to $86,000. 

Also to be named in the next 
-few weeks is a “super” under- 
. secretary-general who would 
‘oversee all the conomic prog- 
rammes of the world organisa- 
tion. His salary: S99.350. Sec- 
retary-General Kurt Waldheim 
earns more than $110,650 a 
year exclusive of allowances 
and benefits. 

All told, the latest round of 
promotions and hiring would 
bring to 35 the number of UN. 
officials earning in excess of 
$85,000 a year. 

In contrast, U.S. cabinet of- 
ficers are paid $60,000 a year 
and their West German coun- 


terparts. the highest paid ca- 
binet officers in the world to- 
day, $78300. France pays its 
government ministers $53,250, 
Sweden $36,000 and Japan 
$53,033. 

The United States, which pa- 
ys 25 per cent of the UN. bud- 
get, has consistently opposed 
promotions and new hiring in 
foe upper echelon categories of 
the UN. system’s more than 
40.000 employees who are the 
highest paid civil servants in 
foe world. 

Democratic Representative 
Lester I.. Wolff, serving on foe 
U.S. delegation to the General 
Assembly last year, warned th- 
at the United States would 
consider voting against future 
UN. budgets unless salaries of 
UN. personnel were kept “in 
line”. 

A Soviet representative also 
complained of “uncontrolled 
and entirely unjustified expen- 
ditures of foe UN. staff.” The 
Soviet Union is the second lar- 
gest U.N. contributor, paying 
13.54 per cent. 

Higher salaries helped push 
the 1978-79 UN. budget to ne- 
arly one billion dollars, a 32 
per cent increase over the pre- 
ceding two-year period. 


Germans attribute peaceful labour 
relations to the consensus attitude 


Editor’s note : Following is the third part in a four 
part series of articles from the Financial Times describ- 
ing the role of trade unions in setting wage levels in 
different countries. This article covers West Germany. 
German labour relations are based on regular consul- 
tations between government and workers to reach 
consensus on economic means and aims. As a result 
German wage talks take on a relatively peaceful nature. 


By Darrel] Driamaide 

BONN, (F.T.) — German in- 
dustrial relations are based 
on foe concept of “concerted 
action” - - as is most else in 
German society. The idea is 
that the government and foq. 1 
“wage partners” - - employe- 
es and workers -- should con- 
sult routinely to achieve a 
consensus how best to keep 
foe economy healthy and gro- 
wing while fulfilling the spe- 
cial goals of each sector. 

Concerted Action was ins- 
titutionalised by a law in 1967, 
and meetings take place regu- 
larly -- at least until recent- 
ly. The unions have boycot- 
ted Concerted Action since 
last summer because the Ger- 
man Industry Federation (BDI) 
led a constitutional court cha- 
llenge against the Co-Determi- 
nation (Mitbestunmung) Law 
passed in 1976. The new law, 
foe fruit of a long struggle 
by foe unions, calls for almo- 
st equal representation of 
workers on the supervisory 
boards of large companies. 

Decisions by consensus 

Board level co-determination 
has been In effect in the coal 
and steel industry since 1951, 
and in other industry to a 
limited extent since 1952. But 


workers also have a strong 
voice in day-to-day working 
conditions through the “wo- 
rks council” (Betrfebsrafc), set 
up by law in any firm emp- 
loying more than five people. 

Wage negotiations themselv- 
es are separate from all this, 
so that in theory at least foe 
adversary relationship between 
lab our and maTmgwnptrf is 
preserved in the matter of 
wages. It is obvious, though, 
that wage talks in the conte- 
xt of aD the institutionalised 
consulting and co-determining 
are something different to the 
tooth and claw battles usual 
in some other countries. 

The negligible strike rate in 
Germany is the product of th- 
is consensus attitude and a 
legend in its own time. 

The size -and structure of 
foe unions and the forum of 
wage negotiations also go a 
long way to explaining the 
relative peacefulness of wage 
talks. 

The West German work for- 
ce is put at about 21 million 
people. Of these, 8.7 million 
are organised, with 72 mil- 
lion belonging to foe 16 lar- 
ge trade unions comprising 
the German Trade Union Fe- 
deration (DGB). Wage talks 
are conducted by these large 
unions on a regional basis. 
Corresponding regional emplo- 


yers* associations represent 
foe management side in these 
talks, which set wage boosts 
and other contract terms for 
the industry in that region. 

The pacesetter 

L G. Metall, which is gene- 
rally labelled the world's lar- 
gest trade union, embraces wo- 
rkers in the metalworking in- 
dustry - - including steel, au- 
tos and engineering. It has 
23 million members and acts 
as the pacesetter in the an- 
nual round of collective bar- 

gaining. 

The unions generally key 
their demands to Germany's 
moderate inflation (4 per ce- 
nt or slightly lower last year) 
with premiums for improved 
productivity and what they 
see as their right to a share 
in a company’s increased pr- 
ofit Despite criticism from 
industrialists and bankers, th- 
ey daim also to take into con- 
sideration tiie economic outlo- 
ok, as expressed in the prog- 
noses of a variety of indepe- 
ndent research institutes and 
expert panels. For instance, 
the consensus of these analy- 
ses is that German GNP will 
grow 3-3.5 per cent this year 
in real terms, if wage settle- 
ments are kept to a 5-6 per 
cent increase. 

Eugen Loderer, head of L G. 
Metall, said in a recent inter- 
view that foe union would ta- 
ke these prognoses Info acco- 
unt, but that wage this 
year “won’t be a Sunday st- 
roll". L G. Metall fired foe 
first salvo with foe announce- 
ment it would be seating an 
8 per cent wage boost for the 
800,000 workers it represents 
In southwest Germany. The 
union also wants safeguards 
against foe re-classification of 
workers into lower pay cate- 


gories as a result of ration- 
alisation. 

The skirmishing will go .on 
for some months with L G. 
Metall making similar dema- 
nds in other regions and oth- 
er unions following Metall’ s 
lead. If talks break down, foe 
wage partners generally deci- 
de to abide by a mediated se- 
ttlement 

In 1976, for instance, L G. 
Metall started off with dema- 
nds for a 9.6 per cent wage 
boost settling in the end for 
a 6.9 per cent hike with, added 
vacation bonus benefits, bri- 
nging the effective cost to the 
employer to 8 per cent 

-- Financial Times 
News-Features 


LOCAL 

EXCHANGE 

RATES 


Jordanian fOs 
Buying/selling 

U.S. dollar 310.00/312.00 

U-K. sterling 605.00/609.00 

W. German mark 152.00/152.90 

Swiss franc 169.20/170.10 

French franc 64.50/64.90 

Italian lire (for 

every 100) 36.30/36.50 

Japanese yen (for 

every 100) 130.10/130.90 

Dutch guilder 141.10/141.90 

Belgian franc (for 

every ten) 9720/9750 

Swedish crown 67.10/67.50 


People in 




Hope, Wayne win People’s Choice awards 

LOS ANGELES, California, (AP). — Perennials Bob Hope and 
John Wayne won People's Choice awards for the fourth stra- 
ight year while actresses Carol Burnett, Mary Tyler Moore 
and Barbara Streisand shared the spotlight In the women’s 
categories. Results of the nationwide survey of viewers over 
12 year old, conducted by the Toledo, Ohio-based National 
Family opinion, Inc, were announced during the nationally 
televised 1977 People's Choice awards show Monday night 

Mr. Hope won foe all-round male entertainer award and 
Mr. Wayne outpolled Robert Redford and Burt Reynolds for 
foe favourite movie actin' prize. James Garner of foe tele- 
vision, series, The Rockford Files was named favourite male 
T.V.^Terfbrmer.- 

1 Sorry, you most have fb&'mrioiig address 

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP). — The case of foe mailed 
corpse has been solved. The Independent news agency "Noti- 
riflis Argentinas” reported on Tuesday that bus company em- 
ployees inspecting packages at their terminal in 

Cordoba discovered a neatly wrapped corpse. Police, suspect- 
ing foul play, began an Investigation. The packa g e was des- 
tined for Saha, a city in foe north. But neither the Salta ad- 
dress or the address of foe sender existed, it said. On Friday, 
police in Salta announced that the corpse was not really a 
corpse but the mummy of an Inca Indian. Police said that a 
mivnp regarding the addresses on the package was to blame 
F rancis co Emilio Sola, well-known in Salta for bis studies of 
Indigenous cultures, presented himself to Salta police after 
reading about foe discovery of the corpse Mr. Sola s aid h e 
wrapped the mummy and sent it to Leon Bucky, an expert 
in archeology in Cordoba, so he could authenticate its age. 
But the mummy disappeared. 

Liz Taylor decides to become U.S. citizen 

LOS ANGELES, (R). — British-boro actress Elizabeth Taylor 
says she has finally derided to become a U.S. citizen. “I have 
already applied for my naturalisation, papers,” she told repor- 
ters this week. *1 plan on remaining in America for the rest 
of my life.” She is married to Virginia fanner John Warner, 
who Is limiting for foe U.S. Senate Miss Taylor, 45, said foe 
made tire decision, long before her husband announced his 
plans to run for the Republican Party. She said her main pl- 
ans were living pa her farm and looking after her large 
family’. 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATES 


.LONDON, Feb. 22 (R). — Following are foe buying and seffing 
rates for leading world currencies against foe dollar at foe close 
of inter-bank trading on the London foreign exchange market to- 
day. Tourist rates will differ from those quoted below. 


One sterling 
One dollar . 


1.9478/84 

2.0375/90 

2.1960/75 

1.8240/70 

31.75/81 

4.8050/90 

853.00/50 

238.70/90 


U.S. dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen ' 


LONDON MARKET REPORT 

Stock prices dosed lower far light and nervous trading Wed- 
nesday, dealers said, and at 15:00 his, the F.T. Index was do#® 
5.7 at 448.9. 

Equities lost ground In early trading following news GBlr* 
proposed takeover of Sachs bad been disallowed by the Ger ®j®, 
supreme court and on fears of an early general election. So®*, 
prices dosed above lowest levels on technical considerations, a®* 
leis said. 

Bonds dosed steady to 3/8 lower. Gold shares turned eas** 
after holdi ng s teady initially while U.S. issues firmed and Can* 
dians were mixed. 

Guest Keen fell 13p to 266p after falling 19p Initially. 0®? 
industrial issues eased in sympathy, with Lucas, Associated 
land, Fisons. Glaxo, EMI, Hawker SkkJeley, Vickers and Unilev® 
between 3p and 5p lower. BOC dosed l-l/2p lower following qua- 
rterly results. w 

B.P. lost 8p on news It plans to dose a major refinery 
two months while other oils shares showed smaller fells. 
fell by up to 4p while among easier banks Barclays was quo*® 0 
4p lower at 305p ahead of its final results, due Thursday. ^ 

Frice of gold dosed in London Wednesday at $181 J5/oa- 






TIMES, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1978 
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MOON CHILDREN (/ ire 22 to July 21) Seek out data 
iat lias eluded you before now and then use it wisely to 
prove your affaire. Be careful of your credit. 

LEO (July 22 to Aug.' 21) You have to be very carefixl 
the handling of monetary affairs today or you could get 
big trouble. Plan repairs to any real estate you own. 
VIRGO fAug- 22 to Sept. .22) Analyze the progress you 
ive made toward your goals and know how best to speed 
ings up. Get into the right social affair that w21 bring you 
e greyest pleasure. Avoid spendthrift. 

LIBRA (Sept-. 23 to Oct- 22) You like everything to be in 
der around you and this is a good day to make your 
rroun dings just right. A new attitude toward mate, 
/ed one will bring better results. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Cany through with per- 
oal aims in a most positive way and gain them now. 
y to please friends more and establish more harmony. 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Show that you are 
conscientious citizen mid gain the support of a bigwig for 
^me project you have in mind. A credit affair can be 
^ 'Studied well now. Avoid arguments at home. 

— CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Study every angle of a 
w project, you have in mind and be sure you understand 

— thoroughly. Be thorough in mwfcfng your ply na for 
short trip you want to take shortly. 

I AQUARIUS (Jan . 21 to Feb. 18) Keep promises and get 
| Mod results thereby. Be of greater sendee to mate and 
I II :rease mutual happiness. Avoid one who wants to come 
tween yon. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Have practical talks with 
sociates that could bring finw results for all 
lAf Ancened. Find the right civic outlets through which to 
If !) in prestige , too . 


RESTAURANT TAIWAN TOi 

- Jordan's largest and most 

.‘ Renowned Chinese restaurant 

-yffers you a gourmet’s trip 
; the Fqr East via superior 
. Oriental cuisine ■ and authen- 
tic northern Chinese and 
Cantonese dishes. 

MCE OUT ORDERS AVAILABLE 

£d Circle, N Jabal Amman, 
Telephone 41093 . 


mil 


Ve would like you 
to join us 
>r the Daily Dish, 
rabic & European” 
dishes. At 

mm 





IjlCK illEALj 


Diplomat 


JTrst Circle, Jabal Amman. 
TftL 25592. 

Open f ram 7 am. to I ul 
. Restaurant, coffee-shop, sn- 
ack bar and patisserie. 

Oriental and European spa- 


CHINESE 


RESTAURANT 



©<©!&(£!© lift] DO 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
® by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


THE BETTER HALF . By Barnes 


Unscramble these' four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



‘I see you both lost the battle with Mother Nature 
again." 



Yesterday's 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Prmtans^ere: FJJJ IX 1 XXH 

(Answers tomorrow) 

, s Jumbles: MESSY FIFTY BANISH DECODE 

Answer: Usually have to be a six-footer to be one of 
these- INSECTS 


BY CHARLES'S. GOREN 

AND OMAR SHARIF 

*9 10*8 ay Chicago Tribune 

DEAR MR. GOREN: 

Q.— I have read about 
several cheating scandals in 
top-level bridge. Why is it so 
prevalent when there is so 
little at stake?— M. Rogers, 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 

(This question has been 
awarded the weekly prize.) 
A.— First, let's make a rather 
bold statement— there are few 
games in which it is as easy to 
cheat as at bridge. If we take 

that into consideration, there 
have been remarkably few inci- 
dents of cheating on the inter- 
national level. Naturally, if 
anything does happen, it 
attracts an awful lot of atten- 
tion. 

When you come right down 
to it, cheating occurs far more 
often in the average home game 
of rubber bridge- but it is not 
deliberate cheating and, if you 

accused anyone of it, they would 
deny it hotly and feel insulted. 
But let me illustrate some in- 
stances for you, and tell me 
whether you recognize any of 
the cases from your games. 

The slow pass: You can 
virtually see Lne offender's lips 
moving as he counts his points. 
That says: “Partner, I would 
dearly like to open this hand, 
but no matter how often I count 
the points they still add up to 
only 12." This has its com pie-’ 
ment in the fast thus— "P artner, 
anyone can see at a glance that 
this hand has only 2 or 3 points." 

The final bid: The partners 
are in an auction that might be 
slam -going, but one of them bids 
“Four spades,” folds up his hand 
and puts the cards face down on 
the table in front of him. That 
is the equivalent of saying: “I bid 
the fourth and final spade; bid 
on at your peril.” 

The quick double: Almost be- 
fore an opponent's bid is out of 
his mouth, this player yells 
“Double." That means. “Part- 


ner, we ve really got them this 
time— don't bother to look for a 
better spot." The land double 
indicates the same thing. These 
have their corollaries in the 
slow double and the tentative 
double, which say: "It's my turn 
but I don't know whnt to do. So 
111 double and rely on you to 
take me out if you think I took 
the wrong action." 

There are inflections in bid- 
ding. A rebid of two spades 
with a question mark at the end 
is stronger than two spades in a 
Lone that shows no interest in 
further action. The late George 
S- Kaufmans, os humorous at 
the bridge table as in his plays, 
once asked during a social game: 
“Can I have a review of the 
bidding with the original in- 
flections?" 

Bridge is a wonderful game, 
and most people who play it are 
honest folk. If here ana there 
we find a rotten apple in the 
barrel, we must get rid cf it so 
that the enjoyment of this great 
game is not spoiled Tor others. 

Q.— How would you play 
this combination a} for four 
tricks, or bl for three tricks? 

Dummy 

A K 98 

You 

J 3 

Entries to either hand are 
plentiful.— T. Jacobs, Bronx, 
N.Y. 

A.— Strangely enough, you play 
the same way for three or four 
tricks. To moke all four tricks, 
you must find your left-hand 
opponent with either Q-10 bare 
or Q-lQ-x. So lead the jack and. 
ir it gets covered, win in dummy 
and return to your hand to re- 
pent the finesse, this time for 
the ten. 

Playing for three tricks, you 
need to find LHO with either 
the queen or Lhe ten. Run the 
jack and, if it loses, return to 
your hand and then finesse the 
nine. This has a 76 percent 
chance of winning three tricks. 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


ACROSS 26. 

1. Ranger 27. 
7. Golfer's warn- 
ing 29. 

11. Small in- 
terstice 33. 

12. Bitter 37. 

14. Peaceful 

15. Transistor 38. 

16. Lively.- Fjynch 39. 

17. Cuckoopiht 41. 
,19. Chemical pre- 42- 

fix 44. 

20. Constantly 
22. Timeless 46. 
24. Second show- 47. 
ing of a film 48. 


Pitching 
statistic 
Cebine mon- 
key 

Facing a gla- 
cial field 
Uneasy 
Writer Gard- 
ner 
Grape 

Self-admiring 
Bronze coin 
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Fairy ILOILnuniO OULUIIUn 

Woman of 49. Hindu queens Z Reach 
Joppa DOWN 3. Sailor's jacket 

Up 1 . Relinquish- 4. Quixote 

Workout ment 5. Essayist 

Large knife of a claim 6. Mother-of^pear 

7. Agricultunsts 

8. Edible tuber 

9. Fortification 

, , ^10. Heather 

") 1 1 13. Seethe 

18. Shoshonean 
21. Corrosion 
I- - 1 1 23. Reckon 

25. Artlessness 
28. Herb eve 

I ' 6 I Sage 

—H CTSflffl 31 ' Ross 

| I I 1 32. Soap-frame 

bars 

, m i i i 1 33. Form: Bud- 

dhism 

( I (34- Misfortunes 

I I 1 35. Britisher 

36. Duck 

40. New star 

J 43. Bowstring 

■ ^ || || | hemp 

1 1 I 1 1 I 45. Mythical 
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Vance warns Congress 
about partial denial 
of M.E. arms package 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 22 (R). — U.S. Secretary of State Cyrus Vance has 
warned Congress against any partial rejection of the Carter administra- 
tion's $4.8 billion aircraft sales package to three Middle East countries. But 
he sidestepped questions on what the administration's response would be 
if Congress halted plane sales to Saudi Arabia and Egypt but allowed Israel s 
purchase to go ahead. 

In the face of repeated ex- F-15s and 75 F-16 fighter-bo- inst Israel in another war. 
press ions of concern about the rnbers to Israel. Asked if the administration 

sales by members of the Ho- The deals can be vetoed by would cancel the sale to Is- 
use of Representatives Inter- Congress ■■ and several com- rael if Congress voted to bar 


In the face of repeated ex- 
pressions of concern about the 

sales by members of the Ho- 
use of Representatives Inter- 
national Relations Committee, 
Mr. Vance insisted that they 
would aid movement towards 
peace in the Middle East. 

Asked how the admlnisua- 
tion would view partial dis- 
approval of the sale by Cong- 
ress, or disapproval of all th- 
ree parts of it, Mr. Vance sa- 
id: “Partial rejection I find 
unacceptable." He quickly ad- 
ded that total rejection' wo- 
uld also be unacceptable. 

The administration wants 
to sell 60 advanced F-15 figh- 
ters to Saudi Arabia, 50 of 
the shorter range F-5E fig- 
hter-bombers to Egypt, and 


Congress ■ - and several com- 
mittee members indicated that 
they would try to bar the sale 
to Saudi Arabia. 

Critics of the sales to Eg- 
ypt and Saudi Arabia ques- 
tioned the timing at a per- 
iod when the outcome of Mi- 
ddle East peace talks was un- 
certain, saying the deals wo- 
uld introduce a new and un- 
settling factor into the nego- 
tiations. 

They voiced scepticism ab- 
out claims that the sales wo- 
uld advance the peace pro- 
cess and expressed fears that 
Saudi Arabia would re-export 
its aircraft or use them aga- 


Muhammad Ali has 
a brand new title 


DACCA, Bangladesh, Feb. 22 
(APj. — Muhammad Ali, who 
is no longer heavyweight box- 
ing champion, has a new tit- 
le: Honorary Bangladesh Con- 
sul in Chicago. 

Ali carried a Bangladesh pa- 
ssport, symbolic of his new 
tide, as he left here Wednes- 

Palestinians say 

Israelis killed 

in 2 operations 

BEIRUT, Feb. 22 (R). — Pal- 
estinian commandos last night 
said they have killed or woun- 
ded a number of Israelis in two 
operations in Israel and the oc- 
cupied West Bank during the 
past few days. 

The Palestine news agency 
Wafa said the commandos yes- 
terday planted time bombs un- 
der gas reservoirs at a buil- 
ding used for police interroga- 
tion in Acre. The blasts set fire 
to the building, destroyed all 
its concents and injured an un- 
determined number of Israeli 
policemen, Wafa added. 

It said the commandos ambu- 
shed a military truck in Nab- 
lus, on the West Bank, on Fri- 
day evening with automatic we- 
apons and hand grenades, kil- 
ling or wounding ail the occ- 
upants. 


day following a five-day visit and should not be seen as 

Ali said he intends to build putting pressure on Israel, 

a home In Bangladesh at Cox’s The secretary of state also 
Bazaar, reputed to be the said Saudi Arabia made It cl- 

world's longest beach. ear it understood that there 

He plans to spend two mo- could be no re-export or tra- 

nths a year there to escape nsfer of Its aircraft wtthoul 

winter weather in the United U.S. •permission. 

States and Europe, he said. Mr Vance warned that con- 
Ali was given four-tenths gresstonal rejection of the pa- 
hectare of land as a gift on ckage would harm the U.S. 
a visit to Cox's Bazaar Mon- role as a trusted intermediary 

day. in the Middle East dispute. If 

Showing reporters his Ba- the package were taken ap- 

ngladesh passport and a Ban- art; he said, it would further 

gladesh flag which he said he distort the military balance 


inst Israel in another war. 

Asked if the administration 
would cancel the sale to Is- 
rael if Congress voted to bar 
the Egyptian and Saudi Arab- 
ian deals, Mr. Vance would 
only say that the sales were 
being submitted to Congress 
as a package. 

Pressing needs cited 

He said each of the three 
Middle East nations had told 
the United States it haH pres- 
sing needs for the aircraft 
that had to be met now. Is- 
rael, he said, had asked that 
a decision be made before its 
Defence Minister, Ezer Weiz- 
man, visits Washington on 
March 1. 

Mr. Vance said the sales 
would give the three countries 
self-confidence to move forw- 
ard in the peace process. He 
said the administration had 
concluded that the deals wo- 
uld not change the basic mi- 
litary balance in the region 
and should not be seen as 
putting pressure on Israel. 

The secretary of state also 
said Saudi Arabia made It cl- 
ear it understood that there 
could be no re-export or tra- 
nsfer of its aircraft without 
U.S. •permission. 

Mr Vance warned that con- 
gressional rejection of the pa- 
ckage would harm the U.S. 
role as a trusted intermediary 
in the Middle East dispute. If 
the package were taken ap- 
art, he said, it would further 
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plans to fly on his car and 
atop his Chicago house, Ali 
said, "I am proud to belong 
to Bangladesh. Next time I 
will fight as Muhammad All 
from Bangladesh.” 

Wednesday morning. All in- 
augurated a boxing stadium 
here named after him. 


Egyptian’s home 
in Washington 
is bomb target 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 22 (R). 
— A firebomb, believed th- 
rown by a Jewish militant 
group, damaged the garage 
of an Egyptian World Bank 
official yesterday but caused 
no injuries. 

Mr. Saad Fishawy. 54, his 
wife and their three child- 
ren were asleep at the time 
of the early morning inci- 
dent The firebomb broke j 
some glass and burned the 
outside of the garage door. 

A man who said he was ' 
with a group called the Je- 
wish Committee for Concern 
telephoned news agencies to 
claim responsibility. He sa- i 
id the action was taken to , 
protest against proposed 
U.S. sales of jet fighters to 
Egypt 

The State Department is- 
sued a statement afterwards 
condemning the action, wh- 
, ich followed a similar inci- 
dent last week in which a 
can of petrol was set on 
fire outside the front door 
, of another Egyptian World 
Bank official, Mr. Hussein 
Mustafa. 

The so-called Jewish Com- 
mittee for Concern also cla- 
imed responsibility for that 
incident. 


which existed in the area. 

The secretary of state made 
his appearance before the In- 
ternational Relations Commit- 
tee to explain the administra- 
tion’s $14 billion foreign aid 
programme. 

U.S. stresses 
need for M.E. 
oil security 

WASHINGTON. Feb. 22 <R). 
— U.S. Defence Secretary Ha- 
rold Brown has served notice 
that the United States intends 
to assure the production of 
vital Middle East oil for' itself 
and its allies in Europe and 
Asia. 

In perhaps the strongest 
words yet on the subject by 
a Carter administration cabi- 
net officer, Mr. 'Brown said 
that because of the importa- 
nce cm oil, the security of the 
Middle East could not be se- 
parated from that of the Un- 
ited States and its allies. 

"We intend to safeguard 
the production of ofl and its 
transportation to consumer na- 
tions without the interference 
by hostile powers," the defe- 
nce secretary told a meeting 
earlier this week of the World 
Affairs Council in Los Ange- 
les. 

In his prepared address to 
the private group, a text of 
which was released here. Mi. 
Brown noted that Japan im- 
ported 80 per cent of its oil 
from the Middle East 

He said that despite recent 
emphasis on improving U.S. 
forces in Europe and the plan- 
ned withdrawal of American 
ground troops from South 
Korea over die next five ye- 
ars, the United States would 
remain a major force in the 
Pacific. 


Death toll 
in Turkish 
political 
violence 
reaches 61 


ISTANBUL, Turkey, Feb. 22 
(AP). — The interior minis- 
ter has told parliament that 
61 persons have been killed 
in political violence this ye- 
ar. “Law and order is the 
most immediate question" 
confronting the government, 
said Minister Irfan Ozay din- 
11 . 

Ozaydinll said 48 persons 
have been arrested in con- 
nection with the deaths. In 
a review of violence since 
the government of Premier 
Bulent Ecevit was sworn in, 
he said a total of 13 bank 
robberies took place and th- 
ree of the bandits were ar- 
rested. The minister linked 
the holdups to political un- 
rest. 

He said there were 294 
bombings, resulting In the 
death of one person and in- 
jury to 71. The figure mark- 
ed a considerable increase 
in bomb attacks aimed at 
party offices and property, 
banks private apartments 
and professional associations. 

The minister pledged to 
"destroy dissension at its ro- 
ots," 

"We are resolved to utili- 
se all state means to fight 
against aimed subversion 
threatening die survival of 
the natio n," he said. 


Ogaden villagers say their life 
easier under the rule of Som 


By David Storey 

MADAWEIN, Ethiopia, (R). — 
The hot desert sun glinted 
through the leaves and thorns 
of the acacia tree, its boughs 
bent to the ground to form a 
canopy of shade and the ce- 
ntral meeting place for this 
Ogaden village. 

The villagers, all ethnic 
Somalis, squatted or stood ar- 
ound. 

Some carried Soviet-made 
automatic rifles. 

Adam Kalimleh, the leader 
of the community, prodded 
his walking stick into the dirt 
for emphasis. “We would pay 
anything the WSLF asked of 
us. We give them everything 
we can," he said. 

The WSLF, the Western So- 
malis Liberation Front, is the 
indigenous guerrilla organisat- 
ion whose forces are engaged 
in a savage war with Ethiop- 
ian troops to control the Og- 
aden, an area of scrubby th- 
orn trees, rocks and sand in 
southeast Ethiopia. 

The ethnic Somali nomads 
who trek across the region 
with their herds of camels, 
sheep and goats had been rul- 
ed from Addis Ababa since the 
end of the last century, but 
last year WSLF forces ousted 
Ethiopian troops from their 
garrisons, and the villages ca- 
me into the hands of the So- 
malis. 

Madawein, about 10 kms. In- 
side die frontier and about 


SO kms. west of Somalia’s no- 
rthern regional capital Harge- 
isa, is typical of these settle- 
ments. 

Their newly-gained indepen- 
dence from Ethiopia is, how- 
ever, precarious because the 
Addis Ababa forces, backed up 
by sophisticated Soviet jets, 
tanks and artillery, have mo- 
unted a counter-offensive in 
the north which threatens to 
sweep bade over the Ogaden. 

Life easier with Somalis 

Life for the 700 people liv- 
ing in Madawein, according to 
Mr. Kalimleh, has been easier 
since Somali forces took con- 
trol of the region. 

"We feel more secure than 
before, we get regular food su- 
pplies, our children go to sch- 
ool and learn the Somali sc- 
ript and we can move about 
freely," he said. 

Not that the Ethiopians 
were ever-present. The near- 
est garrison was at Harshln. 
about 40 kms. away to the 
west. 

But they made periodic vi- 
sits, and, the old man said, 
they stopped the nomads fr- 
om wandering back and forth 
across the border, dictated 
what tire children could learn 
and collected taxes. 

"We were forced to sell 
animals to pay tax on the 
vegetation our animals ate," 
he said, speaking Somali. 

Mr. Kalimleh. wearing the 
traditional hosgunty -- a cot- 


ton skirt -- an embroidered 
loose shawl and an orange cl- 
oth wrapped around his head 
to keep off the sun, pointed 
at a blackboard and same sm- 
all wooden boards lying by 
the tree. 

Somali language now taught 

On the blackboard were 

chalked lines of the Somali 
language in the Roman script 
introduced into Somalia In the 
last few years. 

On the narrow boards, ab- 
out the length of a man's 
arm, were written sections of 
tile Koran In Arabic script 

The children of the village 
came twice a day to the tr- 
ee, the site of ah communal 
m e et ing s. They copied out the 
Arabic characters in chalk and 
were taught the written Som- 
ali language. 

"The Ethiopians did not in- 
terfere with our teaching of 
the Koran, but ft was a crime 
to teach the Somali script." 
Mr. Kalimleh said. ■ 

He said they encouraged the 
learning of Amharic, the of- 
ficial language of Ethiopia, 
and he added that he 
had been fined three months 
of his salary as village lead- 
er - - equivalent to about $50 
a month - - for refusing to 
learn it. 

The villagers had used both 
Somali and Ethiopian currenc- 
ies in their commercial trans- 
actions, though within pasto- 
ral communities like this one 


money has only a 
to play. 

Villager* count casualties 

Over a breakfast of m 
goat and camel liver, nfa*' 
a m aize bread - - and camd 
milk, eaten sitting on patten 
ed mats of woven grass ^ 
tree bark, Mr. Kahufeh J. 
other villagers spoke sad 
of the casualties of the wb 

Hasan Ibrahim, and a 
man with bright orange he, 
na dye in his white beard, * 
Id three of his sons had fa» 
killed in the last two moS 

‘They all died somewha 
near Harar.” he said. 

Harar, the ancient walk 
city co mm a n di n g a pass t&n 
Ugh the Ahmar mountai n j 
the north, has been the cen 
re of some of the fiercest j 
ghting in the seven 
of war. 

Mr. Hassan and the 
were reluctant to say ^ 
many young men had m 
from the village to take r*i 
In the fighting. "The 
would not like tint," he tak 

There were many yootj 
and men of fighting age b 
tinging around the tree, bi 
It was dear that a large nun 
ber had gone. 

Mr. Kalimleh said most i 
the village men bad a gj 
captured from the Ethiopia 
and were resolved to fight i 
the death to defend their fat 
against the Ethiopian count*; 
attack. 


West African drought brings bads 


memories of disaster 


years age 


A large area of West Africa has been hit by drought again 
and crops have bear ruined. So for the situation Is not as ser- 
ious as in tire disaster of five years ago but it Is estimated by 
tire UJV. Food and Agriculture Organisation that at least 
200,000 tons of food will be needed to meet shortages. 


By Jonathan Derrick 

ILORIN, Nigeria — Drought 
has hit die savanna lands of 
West Africa again, just five 
years after the last disaster. 
Crops have been ruined and 
food is short 

The Director General of the 
UJ4. Food and Agriculture Or- 
ganisation, Dr. Edouard Saou- 
ma, has said the harvest fail- 
ures seemed less serious this 
time but that the affected co- 
untries would still need an es- 
timated 200,000 tons of food 
to meet the shortages. 

The affected countries are 
many of those in the northern 
savanna climatic and vegeta- 
tion zone stretching from Se- 
negal to Chad. The savanna 
grasslands cover much of the 
area of West Africa south of 
the Sahara Desert The north- 
ern savanna, which has suffer- 
ed in the recent drought, lies 
north of about 10 degrees N. 
as far as the desert in the re- 
publics of Senegal, the Gambia, 
Mauritania, Mali, Upper Volta, 
Niger, Chad, and the northern 
parts of Ghana and Nigeria. 

The most northerly zone of 
ail in the savanna is the Sahel, 
roughly between 14 degrees 
and 18 degrees N. This word 
Sahel became a household one 
in the great drought of 1973- 
74. Unfortunately it may soon 
be in the news again as the 
need for outside aid mounts. 

The Sahel is the zone which, 
because of its low rainfall, is 
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mostly used for nomadic lives- 
tock breeding; the Fuianis. fo- 
und all over West Africa, and 
other herding peoples take cat- 
tle into the Sahel in the ra- 
ins for pasture, then south ag- 
ain to more fertile areas in 
the dry season each year. 

As in 1972-74 the drought 
has hit the Sahel and the agri- 
cultural savanna zones, highly 
important for farming on wh- 
ich millions of people depend. 

Gambia declared a drought 
emergency even during the 
1977 rains, when it was clear 
that they would not be suffi- 
cient. The official reserve stor- 
es of rice were used to feed 
people in stricken areas while 
aid was sought from FAO. 
The World Food Programme of 
the FAO promptly gave initial 
aid for two months’ immediate 
needs. The groundnut crop on 
which the country depends 
was affected. 

Senegal, Gambia’s neighb- 
our, has been severely hit in 
some areas. The damage may 
be less than in 1972-74. when 
Senegal was a major drought 
victim, but its extent seems 
uncertain. 

One report says there is se- 
vere crop damage in the valley 
of the River Senegal and the 
area between the river mouth 
and the capital Dakar, but the 
seriouness of the drought in 
Gambia suggests it may be 
similar in adjacent parts of Se- 
negal. 

Certainly the north of Sen- 
egal at least, with just half 
the normal rainfall, is suffer- 
ing, with a far reduced crop 
of sorghum, a vital savanna 
cereal. Relief distribution has 
started. 

Hard-irft regions 

The FAO chief said the oth- 
er hard-hit regions were Mau- 
ritania, parts of Mali and 
Upper Volta, and the Cape 
Verde Islands. Mauritania is 
almost all desert or SaheL and 
thus very vulnerable to reduc- 
ed rainfall in its small farming 
area, as the earlier crisis show- 
ed. 

Mali has a much larger agri- 
cultural area and may be suf- 
fering less now, but it is am- 
ong the world’s poorest coun- 
tries and is bound to feel the 
effectss of drought in any lar- 
ge part of its area. 

Upper Volta, another large 
and very poor savanna coun- 
try -- mostly not Sahelian 
has begun emergency imports 
of maize and rice because of 
crop failures. And the situation 
is as bad, or worse, across the 
border in northern Ghana. 

Agriculture in Ghana’s Up- 
per Region has never recover- 
ed from the 1973-74 drought. 
Indeed, reports suggest that 
rains have never been good 
there since then, and tire pov- 
erty of the people has worsen- 
ed, SO that the new bad rainy 


season of 1977 has made thin- 
gs critical. The British relief 
agency 0>. ram has made a re- 
port on this crisis and the Bri- 
tish government has started 
sending aid. 

The biggest savanna-Sahel- 
Sahara countries, and the ones 
worst hit in 1972-74. are Niger 
and Chad. Niger, which like 
Mauritania has only a relate 
v£ly small agricultural area; Is 
reported to have been hit. 

Chad had major harvest fail- 
ures in 1976, which led to an 
internationally-aided relief ef- 
fort- There are reports of dro- 
ught again now. 

How is it that these coun- 
tries’ troubles seem never to 
cease? Hie simple explanation 
is that all farming and stock- 
breeding depend on annual ra- 
ins, and once again these have 
been inadequate. 

In 1972 rains were suddenly 
far below the average. In many 
areas they had been below it 
for some years before then, but 
generally there was a big fall 
in 1972 which led to the death 
of millions of cattle for lad: 
of water and pasture. 

The rainfall in 1973 was 
even worse than in 1972. Agri- 
culture was thus much harder 
hit in that year, and the emer- 
gency aid operation coordinat- 
ed by FAO through its Office 
for Sahelian. Relief Operations 
(OSRO) in Ouagadougou, Up- 
per Volta, had to go on. In spi- 
te ol. all the efforts. 1974 was 
in fact the worst famine year. 

But then nature came to the 
rescue. The rains were good 
from Dakar to Abeche, up to 
the desert borders. There were 
abundant harvests, rivers and 
wells filled up again, cattle put 
on weight - - everything impro- 


ved. The theories of a perma- 
nent climatic change seemed 
confounded. 

Unpredictable weather 

hi feet the climate remains 
totally unpredictable. Every 
year rainfall is very varied, 
even though the savanna rains 
all follow the same wind pat- 
tern, - 1973 was a bad year, 
and generally 1974 was very 
good. 

In 1975 rainfall was much 
less over the savanna general- 
ly than in 1974. Worse dama- 
ge was caused then by rats 
and insect pests than by dro- 
ught The savanna-wide rat 
plague was thought to be due 
to the death of many wild 
cats, which had previously 
kept rat numbers down In the 
drought The insects struck 
particularly in Niger and nor- 
thern Nigeria: grasshoppers 

and aphids brought a virus fa- 
tal to those countries’ ground- 
nuts. 

Niger had a major food .cri- 
sis again in 1975, and outside 
aid had to be sent Mali’s re- 
covery from the 1972-74 dis- 
aster has been spectacular, at 
least in agriculture. Food cro- 
ps, cotton and groundnuts have 
been produced in greater quan- 
tities than before 1972. 

Niger and northern Nigeria 
had good cropping seasons in 
1976. In Niger the vital cereal 
crops, millet and sorghum, re- 
ached production levels not 
seen since 1969. The groundnut 
crop was up to 125,000 tons, 
three times as much as in 
1975. 

Chad, however, had its big 
setback m 1976, when Niger 
recovered. There has been no 


even - pattern in rain In Q 
savanna but the drought fa q 
thought likely to have spnj 
all over the area hit four yd 
ago. 

The long delay of governs 
nts of savanna countries in i 
mitring the extent of the d 
aster and requesting help, v 
ich caused concern in 1972^ 
has not occurred this time; a 
gent aid has been sought 4 
fore the rains are over. > 

That these countries are s 
just as vulnerable to drom 
is not surprising. Five yean, 
little time to arrange for a 
asures such as increased sti 
age facilities to provide age 
st such disasters or better i 
ads to help transport of dit 
ght relief among other good 

The criticism made in 
previous crisis of the excess) 
attention paid to cash era 
particularly groundnuts in : 
negal and the Gambia, and o 
ton in Chad, had some lots 
ation as output of those era 
actually rose while food cni 
were lost, and food crop fat 
ers have certainly received li 
attention in at least those \ 
ree countries. But, again, 0 
years is too short a time I 
countries utterly dependent 
nan dally on those crops 
make sweeping changes. 

So many livestock died 
1972-73 that there cannot 
so many at risk in the 0 
drought, but herdsmen 1“ 
been hit again and once w 
they and thousands of t® 8 
in the savanna lands need 1 
world’s help. 

In many drought-hit 5,1 
local food stocks must be jj 
nfag out if thev have not * 
so already. Food is needed 
ght now. 
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